THE   COUP  D'ETAT

the time of day at which I should have normally received
the official orders.

Convinced that Dr. Negrin meant to hand over all
commands to the Communist Party next day, at two
o'clock, without any sort of hesitation I sent round an
order to the political parties and syndicalist organisations,
the commanding officer of the Fourth Army Corps, the
military Commandant of Madrid, the Director-General
of Security, and the Head of the S.I.M. to be ready at 8.0
to carry out the instructions I had already given.

Afterwards I telephoned to the Minister of Communi-
cations, Senor Giner de Los Rios, who was at that moment
lunching with his fellow Cabinet Ministers, Velao, Gomez,
Blanco, Moix and Gonzalez Pena, I told him that the
President had just informed me by telephone that he was
sending a Douglas aeroplane for the Ministers and for me,
to take us to Yuste that afternoon. He told me that the
President had also spoken to him about this and that if
I had time I should go and have coffee with them, and
arrange our departure from Madrid. I accepted the
invitation, and at half-past three I was with the six
Cabinet ministers in the Civil Government Building.

They were as usual very downcast and preoccupied,
even, it seemed to me, rather ashamed of themselves.
When I had been alone with any one of them he had
expressed his regret to me at the conduct of the Prime
Minister (except Senor Moix), but when they were to-
gether none of them dared to say anything of the sort.

We started talking, and I said that in spite of the
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